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THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  iUERIGA,  ot  al 


i*R^KIi  Sadaof  ot  q1 

*  i 

Sworn  Hapostion  (Tr;.jaci«..tioa) 

Bbponont  i  SELIBE,  Tsutusu 

Having  first  duly  sworn  an  oath  a a  on  attached  ahoot  and  in 
accordance  with  tho  procedure  followed  in  qy  country  I  horoty 
do  pose  as  follows* 

I,  SMEL,  Teutcriu,  was  born  in  Tokyo  on  February  2,  1909*  greduntod 
fren  the  oollego  of  ongineoring  of  tho  Tokyo  Imperial  Univorsity  in 
March,  1933  and  imsdiately  entotod  tho  aorvico  of  tho  Military 
4reonal  at  Osaka*  *  was  in  the  service  of  tho  Brvjinooring  idninistration 
Sootioa  of  the  Maintenance  Bureau  of  tho  War  Ministry  freu  Marohl  1939 
to  Ootobor,  192*2,  and  of  the  General  Buroau  of  4erlal  Qrdnanco  of  tho 
Munitions  Ministry  frai  March,  192*4  to  tho  ond  of  the  war*  Meanwhilo 
I  was  cotxiisoionod  as  technical  mjor-colonsl  in  ^pril,  1942* 

Tho  caso  of  the  onploynont  of  fW*s,  relating  to  Exhibit  1970 

"Inftuiry  about  the  utilization  of  the  Manohurian  Maohino  Tool  Gcropaqy 

* 

for  tho  purposo  of  urgent  aerial  maintenance,*  ocourrod  at  tho  tino 
when  I  was  in  tho  service  of  tho  Maintonanco  Buroau,  and  it  was  diroot ly 
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in  tv  ohorgo. 


*4iilo  in  tho  sorvico  of  the  Munitions  Ministry,  too,  I  undertook 
to  givo  on  indirect  guidnneo  and  ossistnneo  to  tho  obovo-nontionod 
Manchurian  Machine  Tool  Ccupany,  so  far  as  its  tutorials  oto.  woro 
concornod. 

Tho  noto  concerning  tho  onplcynont  of  POtfs  in  tho  Manchurian 

* 

Machino  Tool  Ccupany  was  issuod  under  the  nano  of  tho  Vico-ninistor, 
as  ontrustod  according  to  tho  *Noto  Concerning  tho  Disposal  of  fOWs 

I  I 

at  tho  Prosont,-,  (EX.  I965O  docidod  by  tho  War  Ministor  on  May 

.S' ' 

2.  1942. 

It  that  tino,  owing  to  tho  oxtrooa  shortage  of  our  dcnostic  nan- 
power,  ospocially  of  technicians  and  skilled  workers,  all  our  pooplo 
wore  obligod  to  work  according  to  their  talont  and  spociality,  without 
distinction  of  ago  and  sox-.  So  tho  Minister’s  policy  was  to  ongego 
tho  prisoners  in  the  sort  and  extent  of  labor  pcruiooiblo  by  inter¬ 
national  laws  and  regulations. 

Is  regards  tho  conditions  of  the  donand  and  supply  of  nachino 
tools  at  that  tino,  our  domestic  productivity  was  40,000  piocos 
(about  X400  nillion)  por  year,  whilo  tho  total  amount  ordered  was 
naro  than  250,'000  piocos  (about  Y2.5  billion).  In  addition,  owing  to 
tho  stringonoy  of  building  natorials,  it  was  so  difficult  to  build  a 
naw  faotcry  that  thoro  renainod  no  altornativo  but  to  nako  tho  most  of 
existing  facilities.  In  consoquonco,  wo  loarnod  to  utilizo  wholly  and 
spoodily  tho  Manohurian  Machine  Tool  Company  whioh  had  a  lot  of 
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excollont  facilities  idle,  While  nan-power,  ospocially  brain  and 
skilled  labor,  was  then  more  scarce  in  Manchuria  than  in  Japan  Prop^Tj 

Wo  could  not  oxpeot  so  much  of  tho  Manchurian  workors,  not  3killod, 

*  / 

irregular  in  attendance  and  froquontly  novingj  it  was  also  difficult  for 
the  Japanoso  workors  at  hone  to  novo  to  Manchuria,  Evontually,  vio 
planned  to  chooso  and  enploy  those  prisoners  with  nochanioal  skill  and 


experience* 

The  employment  of  FOJ's  in  the  production  of  naohino  tools  was  tho 

same  as  that  in  the  basio  industries  belonging  to  tho  other  groups  of 

/ 

productive  expansion,  such  as  machinery,  iron  and  steol,  coal,  light 

* 

and  non-iron  metals,  and  cement  industries,  and  it  was  quite  different 
frern  that  in  such  labor  rolating  directly  to  the  operational  novoment  as 
tho  production  and  transport  of  arms  and  accunition  and  tho  transport  of 
materials,  to  tho  fighting  units.  This  is  tho  reason  why  wo  docidod  to 
enploy  then,  and  it  was  in  oonf amity  to  tho  Minister's  intention  up  to 


Jo  could  never  employ  tho  prisonors  in  tho  production  of  an  is  and 
auounition  as  well  as  othor  labor  rolating  diroctly  to  tho  opporational 
novoment,  far  it  not  only  night  raiso  a  quostion  on  international  laws, 
but  also  constitute  a  gravo  issue  in  tho  protoction  of  tho  military 
socrots.  Tho  ^*rcy  had  absolutely  no  intontion  of  ongnging  tho 
Manohurian  Machine  Tool  Company  in  tho  direct  production  of  arms,  and 
it  remained  in  tho  position  of  requisitioning  and  assisting  tho  company 
as  a  roquisitioner  of  "oaohino  tools.  So  tho  company  was  kopt  Strictly 


L 
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distinct  from  tho  inanitions  industry  under  tho  diroct  guidc.nco  of  tho 
Amy.  This  company  was  under  tho  Jurisdiction  of  tho  Engineering 
Agonoy  of  tho  Mcnchurian  Econcnic  Department#.  Tho  prisoners  portici- 

t 

potod  in  tho  production  of  desk- lathes  and  automatic  lathos  in  the 
typp  of  German  Indox. 

$ 

Tho  wording  of  “urgent  oerial  naintonance*  in  thorlloto  of  Utilizing 

% 

tho  Manchurian  Machino  Tool  Company  for  tho  Purposo  ofUrgont  Aerial 
Uaintonanco* •  which  was  drafted  by  oo  was  usod  with  tho  intontion  of 
oncaging  tho  oempany  in  tho  speody  production  of  machino  tools,  thcroty 
contributing  indirectly  to  tho  inguirod  inoroaso  in  production  of 
aircrafts. 

‘<o  did  not  projoct  and  carry  out  the  diroct  production  of  am s  and 


annua it ion 


DEPONENT 


horoby  certify  that  tho  abovo  statement 


was  sworn  by  tho  Deponent ,  who  affixod  his  signature  and  soal  thoroto 
in  tho  prosonco  of  this  Witness# 

On  tho  sane  da  to,  at  Tokyo. 

Witness  *  /S/  SHIOBARA.  Toklsaburo, 


ABE,  Akira 


L 
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In  ocoordanco  nith  14/  conscionoo  I  shoot  to  toll  tho  whole  truth 
withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing* 


/S/  SEME*.,  Tautcoa  (seal) 
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Def  Doo  No 
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